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KROC Supporters Launch Wooden Nickel
Campaign; Effort Remains to Get Kroc Center Built

Refusing to give up, residents
and members of the Save Our Kroc
Coalition Nov. 20 launched a sea-
son-long wooden nickels campaign
aimed at getting the Salvation Army
to reconsider its decision to scrap
plans for a new community center.

Supporters were asked to drop
wooden nickels embossed with the
campaign's efforts into the SA's
vaunted red kettles. "We're not trying
to hurt their fundraising efforts" ex-
plained Jenny Poma, SOKC project
manager.

"It's an effort to make our voice
heard, to get the Salvation Army's
attention.”

The campaign was launched at
Campus Martius downtown in con-
junction with the Red Kettle Kickoff.
About 4,000 wooden nickels have
been passed out so far, Poma said.

Two years ago the Sal Army
Central Territories headquarters an-
nounced it was making a $50 million
challenge grant to TSA's Eastern
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IS CITY AIRPORT REDEVELOPMENT
FINALLY LOOMING?

By Mary Chapman

After decades of debate
about the fate of City Airport,
the Bing Administration is
making perhaps the strongest
mayoral push yet for a public-
private partnership touted to
spur expansive economic
development, extensive
facilities improvements and
$21 million in savings over 30
years, according to city
documents.

Located on the city's east
side, the Coleman A. Young
Airport has long been a drain
on city finances, relying
annually on general fund
operating subsidies. The

proposed partnership, pending

a privatization waiver from
Detroit's city council, would
immediately eliminate the
subsidy, budgeted at $700,000
for fiscal year 2010, said
Delbert Brown, airport director.

Those savings could be
redirected toward
strengthening the city's core
services, said a Dec. 20
document addressed from
Brown to Darchelle Strickland-
Love, the mayor's chief of
staff. In addition, new revenue
is expected in the form of
concession fees, profit shares,
ground rents and income
taxes.

In terms of economic

development, the document
said the partnership would
also resultin increased
support of neighboring
Benjamin Davis High School,
which has an aviation studies
program; creation of new
businesses and jobs in and
around the airport supporting
the operation of corporate jets;
and trade-related parks,
hotels, conventions and
courier services. The
proposed plan calls for about
$65 million in private capital
investment, and the attraction
of federal grants.

The lack of such a
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The opinians expressed in the byline
guest columns are not necessary
those of the board. Our position on
issues is restricted to space clearly
designated “Editorial.” Warren
Conner's positions are not based on
any political, religious or other or-
ganization. Our obedience is to our
consciences, and our allegiance is
to the communities we serve.
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CACTUS CLEAN TEAM BEAUTIFIES CONNER

The Conner Avenue Ambassa-
dor Program (CAAP) got off to a suc-
cessful start, thanks to the partner-
ship between CACTUS, Rebuilding
Communities, Inc., Detroit Action
Commeonwealth, the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, Tony and Sons
Landscaping and Save-A-Lot. The
CAAF was funded jointly by Detroit
LISC and the matching contributions
of various CACTUS members, and is
part of CACTUS (Conner Avenue
Coalition To Upgrade our Street)
efforts to coordinate a voluntary
"Business Improvement Zone" along

Conner.

The program kicked off last May
with the Conner Cleanup. Lunch was
provided by Save-A-Lot, BP and the
Capuchin Kitchen. Gloves and
bags were provided by the City of
Detroit as part of the annual Spring
Cleanup. Rebuilding Communities,
Inc. lent their tools for the day. The
DAC's executive committee pre-
pared the food, and various CAC-
TUS partners were involved in the
cleanup. An eight-person team of
local residents — trained and super-

vised by a professional landscaping
company -- picked up trash twice
weekly until mid-September. The
plan also includes the installation of
decorative trash cans along Conner
to discourage littering; that installa-
tion will take place spring, 2010.

Special thanks to the MDOT
Metro Region Summer Youth Men-
toring Program for coming out in full
force and supporting the efforts.
Some 160 workfarce members be-
gan the moming of May 2 collecting
trash at Maheras-Gentry Park and
worked their way up Conner to 1-94.
The work they did that day gave the
clean team a great head start. Con-
grats to project director Devon Bus-
kin and his administrative team for
commanding such a well-run opera-
tion. Those youngsters gave metro
Detroit something to be proud of.

If you wish to know how fo get
invalved in CACTUS, contact Scott
Benson at 267 1107, or e-mail him at
shenson@warrenconner.org. CAC-
TUS is an initiative of LAND_Ine..
which is affiliated with the Warren/
Conner Development Coalition.

CONSIDER YOUTH ON THE EDGE...OF GREATNESS

Seeking Youths for Arts Program;
Alumni and Board Members

There are plenty of programming
opportunities for eastside kids, in-
cluding the Youth Art Rocks program
— a partnership with YOE and the
Detroit Youth and Family Collabora-
tive. Youngsters ages 7-18 can fake
year-round audio and visual art
classes taught by instructors from
College for Creative Studies,
Pewabic Pottery, Think Detroit Pal
and other groups. For mare info call
740-8122.

In addition, YOE is forming an
alumni network of YOE graduates to
help keep the organization strong.
Please cal 727-8122. YOE is also
recruiting prospective board mem-
bers. Please contact Jynil Schneider,
executive director, at jschnei-
der@yoedetroit org, or phone 740-

8122. You can make a difference!






















